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TO: Members of t h e  human r e t r o v i r u s  subcommittee of t h e  Re t rov i rus  
Study Group, 

Now t h a t  t h e  composition of our group i s  c lear ,  I would urge  each 
of you t o  cons ider  submi t t ing  s p e c i f i c  p roposa l s  and t o  e l i c i t  p roposa l s  
from o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  and informed p a r t i e s .  Since p u b l i c  concern wi th  
t h i s  i s s u e  i s  r a t h e r  h igh  (compared wi th  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  matters u s u a l l y  
i n  t h e  purview of t h e  I C T V ) ,  I would ask  t h a t  a l l  proposa ls  be submit ted 
by May 1st - May 15th  a t  t h e  l a tes t .  
w i t h  r e a l i t y  s i n c e  I'll be out  of t h e  country u n t i l  May 12th . )  
I w i l l  c i r c u l a t e  a l l  the proposa ls  f o r  comment and cons ider  the n e c e s s i t y  
and opt ions  f o r  d i scuss ion  - e ,g ,  by conference ca l l s  among s e l e c t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  opposing views. 

(This ex tens ion  r e p r e s e n t s  a compromise 
A t  t h a t  p o i n t  

Please at tempt  t o  have proposa ls  conform t o  t h e  goa l s  and format o u t l i n e d  
i n  my earlier mai l ing ,  One of our members-Max Essex - has  suggested 
the p o s s i b i l i t y  of proposing names f o r  v i r u s e s  of non-human pr imates  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  leukemia-lymphoma and A I D S  v i r u s e s  of man. I t h i n k  t h i s  
could work q u i t e  w e l l ,  and I i n v i t e  f u r t h e r  comments and proposa ls .  

S ince re ly ,  /w 
Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer Socie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 


